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WILD DOGS — STATE BARRIER FENCE 

449. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Premier: 

I refer to a media release dated 9 November 2017 by the Premier’s self-confessed minister for animal welfare, 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan, which states — 

The State Government will contribute $6.9 million to the State Barrier Fence Esperance extension … 

… 

“With this investment finalised, we’re completely focused on getting this funding out the door and 
stepping up the wild dog fight.” 

(1) Given that it has been eight months since that announcement, when will the government release this 
money so that the building of this extension can commence and protection of livestock can be made 
a priority? 

(2) Is the Premier comfortable that hundreds of sheep per month are being killed by wild dogs while his 
Minister for Agriculture and Food is playing political games to leverage more funding? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

You guys need someone to write your questions for you. I will help you, if you like. 

(1)–(2) I thank the member for Roe for the question. The government has committed $27 million over four years 
on wild dog protection across Western Australia, particularly the rangelands of Western Australia. That 
covers a range of programs, including fencing, baiting and research, because it is a significant issue for 
farmers and pastoralists across our state. 

The member for Roe seems to be complaining about that. We are putting all this in place for the people 
of his electorate. I note that he has not stood up and said thank you to us for taking extraordinary steps to 
keep Cliffs Koolyanobbing going and saving 400 jobs in his electorate. No thanks there. Instead, he has 
stood up with a completely misleading and bizarre question about a very good program that the 
Minister for Agriculture and Food is putting in place. He seems to have a set against the Minister for 
Agriculture and Food. The National Party seems to think that it can somehow take her on. I tell you what: 
she would beat the five of you in an afternoon—intellectually, work capacity, knowledge — 

Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 

Withdrawal of Remark 

The SPEAKER: Withdraw what you just said. I heard you say you would meet her at the bar. I want you to 
withdraw. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: I did not say that at all. 

The SPEAKER: Yes, you did. That is what I heard. Withdraw. 

Mr V.A. CATANIA: I do not know why I am withdrawing, but I withdraw. 

The SPEAKER: I call you to order for not withdrawing in the proper way, and I call you to order for the comment 
you made. 

Questions without Notice Resumed  

Mr M. McGOWAN: The National Party’s behaviour towards the Minister for Agriculture and Food is, frankly, 
disgusting. She is doing a very good job trying to help agriculture across Western Australia. 

Back to the live sheep issue to which the member has been referring, and the $8 billion agricultural industry: the 
live sheep industry is $230 million of our agricultural exports in Western Australia. All the Minister for Agriculture 
and Food is trying to do is make sure that the industry understands the trouble that it is in and help it to fix itself. 
Some members opposite will shake their heads, and some will nod their heads, but if the member is so sick that he 
cannot see that that industry is in significant trouble, God help the people of Roe. 
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